
Leviticus 
13-14

The Church’s Response 
to the Corona Virus

MESSAGE #1 - SOCIAL DISTANCING 



Definition of an Epidemic - an outbreak of a disease that 
occurs over a wide geographic area and affects an 
exceptional high proportion of the population. 

Definition of a Pandemic - is an epidemic that has spread 
over several countries or continents.

LESSONS FROM THE WORST EPIDEMICS 
AND PANDEMICS IN HISTORY



    

Deadly Epidemic in ancient 
Hamin Mangha, China 



    

Plague of Athens 

430 B.C. - 100,000 Died



    

THE ANTONINE PLAGUE 

(165-180) Five Million Died



    

THE PLAGUE OF CYPRIAN 

(250-271) 5000 daily died at peak



    

THE PLAGUE OF JUSTINIAN 

(541-542) 25 million plus died



    

THE BLACK DEATH 

(1346-1353) 75 to 200 Million Died 



    

The Cocoliztli Epidemic 

(1545-1548) 15 Million Died 



    

The American Plagues of the 
16th Century - 90% killed off



    

The Italian Plague 

(1629-1631) 280,000 died



    

The Great Plague of London 

(1665-1666) 100,000 died



    

The Great Plague of Marseille 

(1720-1723) 100,000 died



    

The Russian Plague  

(1770-1772) 100,000 died



    

The Philadelphia Yellow Fever 
Epidemic of 1793 - 5,000 Died



    

The Third Cholera Pandemic 

(1852-1860) 1 Million Died 



    

The Flu Pandemic 

(1889-1890) 1 Million Died 



    

The American Polio Epidemic 

(1916) 6,000 deaths



    

The Spanish Flu 

(1918-1920) 50 Million Died 



    

The Asian Flu 

(1957-1958) 1.1+ Million Died 

The Hong Kong Flu (1968) - 1 Million Died



    

The AIDS Pandemic 

1981 to present day - 36+ Million Died



    

The H1N1 Swine Flu Pandemic 

(2009-2010) 151,700 - 575,400 Died



    

West African Ebola Epidemic 

(2014-2016) 11,000+ Died



    

Zika Virus Epidemic 

2015 to the present



15 days of social distancing to slow 
the spread  

    

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

2019 - 13,000+ Died 



1.  There is nothing new under the sun.  Disease and death is part of 
man’s fallen history. 

2.  There is no respect of persons when it comes to disease and 
death. 

3.  Man wants to know the exact source and origin of each epidemic.   

4.  Man wants to know how a disease is transmitted.  

5.  Man likes to blame others for the transmission of disease. 

Lessons to Learn from the History 
of Epidemics and Pandemics



6.  The infected traveler brings the risk to others.   

7.  Infected Military and Merchants and their goods have been big 
multipliers of disease.   

8.  Nations and their economies have been decimated nearly over 
night in pandemics.  

9. Plagues are named after people, places and particulars. 

10.  People and Nations do not like being named for pandemics.    

Lessons to Learn from the History 
of Epidemics and Pandemics



11.  Pandemics can lead to panic, over-reactions and over-reaches.  Wrong 
solutions are often presented.  

12. Epidemics and Pandemics have led to the death of 300,000,000 to 500,000,000 
over man’s history. 

13.  Disinfectants, good hygiene, washing etc. does make a difference in the 
containment of disease. 

14.  Social distancing and quarantining is historically proven to reduce the spread 
of disease. 

15.  Vaccines and medicine are game changers! 

Lessons to Learn from the History 
of Epidemics and Pandemics



16.  Pandemics will try the patience of people.  The average pandemic in the last 
century lasts several years. 

17.  Pandemics create enormous economic problems.  

18.  Pandemics bring out prophetic kooks who make inappropriate applications of 
Scripture and foolish predictions.  

19.  Pandemics cause people to ask themselves if they and/or their nation are 
being judged by God. 

20.  Biblical Christianity has strived in the context of epidemics and pandemics 
(i.e. conversions and growth).

Lessons to Learn from the History 
of Epidemics and Pandemics



1.  The wisdom of testing if one thinks he has contracted a disease (13:2). 

2.  The biblical teaching on social distancing or quarantining - 14 days (13:4, 5). 

3.  The importance of washing both the body and the objects that a person 
comes in contact (13:6). 

4.  The importance of being thoughtful and sensitive, telling others that one is 
infected (13:45).   

5.  The importance of wearing a covering over the mouth of the person infected 
(13:45).

Lessons Learned from the Bible 

 Leviticus 13-14



6.  The courage to take drastic measures to stop the spread of the 
disease (13:55 - burn; 14:40-42 - replace and remodel home) 

7.  The Importance of hope and healing (chapter 14) seen in the 
ceremonial cleansing of the leper and accompanying sacrifices. 

The pronouncement of one being clean and healed. The ceremony 
of the two birds (14:48-57) - the picture of death and resurrection. 

8.  The example of Christ healing lepers.      

Lessons Learned from the Bible 

 Leviticus 13-14



Text

Invitation to be Pardoned by God

Dear God: 
 
I believe Jesus is the Lamb of God, who died for my sins.  I ask 
you now to blot out all my transgressions.  I believe Jesus rose 
from the dead the third day and now ask You for eternal life. 

I pray in Jesus’ Name, Amen.  


