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The Definition of a Christophany 
• A Christophany is a pre-incarnate appearance of 

Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity.
• These bodily appearances are found only in the 

Old Testament and anticipate the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ. 

• All Theophanies are Christophanies - the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ in a human form.



All Theophanies are Christophanies

• John 1:18, No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him.

• John 4:24, God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.



The Angel of the Lord = Jesus Christ
• The Angel of the Lord is distinct from God the Father.  Zechariah 1:12 

Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how 
long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, 
against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?  
13 And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words 
and comfortable words.

• The Angel of the Lord serves in the same role as does Christ in the New 
Testament.

• Once the Son of God came in permanent incarnate form the ministry of the 
Angel of the Lord seems to vanish.

• The phrase, the Angel of the Lord, is another title ascribed to Jesus Christ.



The Angel of the Lord
God’s Provision - Jehovahjireh

• Genesis 22:11, And the angel of the LORD 
called unto him out of heaven, and said, 
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.





The Angel of the Lord
The Blessing of Obedience: 

“I will multiply thy seed” 
• Genesis 22:15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham 

out of heaven the second time, 16 And said, By myself have I 
sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, 
and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing 
I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea 
shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;



The Angel of the Lord and the Servant
Isaac is 40 - needs a wife and a son

• Genesis 24:7,The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my 
father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto 
me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; 
he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my 
son from thence.

• Genesis 24:40, And he said unto me, The LORD, before whom I walk, 
will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a 
wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house:



The Christophany with Isaac 
During the Time of a Famine 

• Genesis 26:2, And the LORD appeared unto him, and 
said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall 
tell thee of: 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, 
and will bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will 
give all these countries, and I will perform the oath which I 
sware unto Abraham thy father;



The Christophany with Isaac
During the Water Wars

• Genesis 26:24, And the LORD appeared unto him the 
same night, and said, I am the God of Abraham thy 
father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, 
and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's sake. 
25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon the 
name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there: and 
there Isaac's servants digged a well.



I. THE CHRISTOPHANY THAT LED TO 
JACOB’S SALVATION 

• Genesis 28:12, And he dreamed, and behold a ladder 
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: 
and behold the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it. 13 And, behold, the LORD stood above 
it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed;



God Appeared to Jacob at Bethel
• Genesis 35:1, God said to Jacob, "Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell 

there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to you when you 
fled from your brother Esau.”

• Genesis 35:7,  And he built there an altar, and called the place 
Elbethel: because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the 
face of his brother.

• Genesis 48:3,  And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared 
unto me at Luz (i.e. Bethel) in the land of Canaan, and blessed me,



II.  THE CHRISTOPHANY THAT LED TO 
JACOB’S SURRENDER 

• Genesis 32:24, And Jacob was left alone; and there 
wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. 

• Genesis 32:25, And when he saw that he prevailed not 
against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the 
hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with 
him.



III. THE CHRISTOPHANY THAT LED TO 
JACOB’S SERVICE  

• Genesis 35:1, And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and 
make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face 
of Esau thy brother.

• Genesis 35:9, And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, 
and blessed him. 10 And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be 
called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. 11 
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a 
company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; 12 And the 
land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I 
give the land. 13 And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him.



In Genesis Christ Appeared to: 
• Adam and Eve - After they had sinned
• Abraham - After he had moved to a new place
• Hagar - After she had been rejected
• Isaac - When he had no wife or family, when 

there was a famine and when there was 
contention over water rights 

• Jacob - When he was running from problems, 
when he was fearful and alone 
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The Angel of the Lord Appeared Unto Moses i
The Burning Bush

• Exodus 3:2, And the angel of the LORD 
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the 
midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the 
bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed.



The Angel of the Lord is God
Moses was Afraid to look upon God

• Exodus 3:6, Moreover he said, I am the God of 
thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; 
for he was afraid to look upon God.



Moses’ Fear - The people not believe him, 
when he says the Lord had appeared unto him

• Exodus 4:1, And Moses answered and said, 
But, behold, they will not believe me, nor 
hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The 
LORD hath not appeared unto thee.



The Lord “Met” Moses to Kill him 

• Exodus 4:24, And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that 
the LORD met him, and sought to kill him. 25 Then Zipporah 
took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and 
cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou 
to me. 26 So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband 
thou art, because of the circumcision.



The Lord will Pass Over 

• Exodus 12:23, For the LORD will pass through 
to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the 
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, 
the LORD will pass over the door, and will not 
suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses 
to smite you.



The Lord Led the Way for the Exodus

• Exodus 13:21, And the LORD went before them 
by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the 
way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them 
light; to go by day and night: 22 He took not away 
the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night, from before the people.



The Angel of the Lord Screened His People 
from the Enemy

• Exodus 14:19 And the angel of God, which went before the 
camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar 
of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind 
them: 20 And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and 
the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, 
but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not 
near the other all the night.



The Lord Looked through the Pillar  
• Exodus 14:24 And it came to pass, that in the morning 

watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians 
through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the 
host of the Egyptians, 25 And took off their chariot wheels, 
that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, 
Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth 
for them against the Egyptians.


