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The Definition of a Christophany 
• A Christophany is a pre-incarnate appearance of 

Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity.
• These bodily appearances are found only in the 

Old Testament and anticipate the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ. 

• All Theophanies are Christophanies - the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ in a human form.



All Theophanies are Christophanies

• John 1:18, No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him.

• John 4:24, God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.



Interpretive Guidelines to Determine if a 
Christophany 

• Is the Person identified as the Second Person of the Trinity?
• Is the Person identified as God by His attributes or titles?
• Is the Person described by characteristics reserved only for deity?
• How do others respond towards this Person?
• Does the Person receive worship without being corrected? 
• Are there cross references in the Bible acknowledging that the 

Person is the Son of God?



ALL THE APPEARANCES OF CHRIST HAD 
THREE THINGS IN COMMON

1. Each Appearance was related to the Promised 
“Seed” - the incarnation of Jesus Christ

2. Each Appearance took place when someone 
was going through a difficult trial - A CRISIS

3. In Each Appearance, Christ met the deepest 
needs of the person afflicted 



The Definition of an Anthropomorphism 

• Is a literary device that ascribes human traits, ambitions, 
emotions, or entire behavior to animals, non-human 
beings, natural phenomena, objects.

• Theologically it is a literary device where God, who is 
Spirit, ascribes physical human attributes and actions to 
Himself to identify with man and for us to be aided in our 
understanding of God’s work.



Examples of Typology
• A type is prophetic symbolism
• Melchizedek is the type - Jesus Christ is the anti-type or 

fulfillment of the ultimate King and High Priest
• David is the type - Jesus Christ is the anti-type or 

fulfillment of the ultimate King
• The Feast of Passover is a type - Jesus Christ is the 

anti-type or the ultimate sacrifice
• The Tabernacle is a type - Jesus Chris is the anti-type in 

that He seeks to dwell with us, God with us



In Genesis Christ Appeared to: 

• Adam and Eve - After they had sinned
• Abraham - After he had moved to a new place
• Hagar - After she had been rejected
• Isaac - When he had no wife or family 
• Jacob - When he was running from problems 



The Angel of the Lord = Jesus Christ
• The Angel of the Lord is distinct from God the Father.                          

Zechariah 1:12, Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD 
of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities 
of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and 
ten years?  13 And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with 
good words and comfortable words.

• The Angel of the Lord serves in the same role as does Christ in the New 
Testament.

• Once the Son of God came in permanent incarnate form the ministry of the 
Angel of the Lord seems to vanish.

• The phrase, the Angel of the Lord, is another title ascribed to Jesus Christ.



I. THE CHRISTOPHANY THAT LED TO 
JACOB’S SALVATION 

• Genesis 28:12, And he dreamed, and behold a ladder 
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: 
and behold the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it. 13 And, behold, the LORD stood above 
it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed;





God Appeared to Jacob at Bethel
• Genesis 35:1, God said to Jacob, "Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell 

there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to you when you 
fled from your brother Esau.”

• Genesis 35:7,  And he built there an altar, and called the place 
Elbethel: because there God appeared unto him, when he fled from the 
face of his brother.

• Genesis 48:3,  And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared 
unto me at Luz (i.e. Bethel) in the land of Canaan, and blessed me,



In a Dream - the Angel of God 
Tells Jacob to Return to His Home

• Genesis 31:11, And the angel of God spake unto me in a 
dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I.

• Genesis 31:13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou 
anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: 
now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the 
land of thy kindred.



II.  THE CHRISTOPHANY THAT LED TO 
JACOB’S SURRENDER 

• Genesis 32:24, And Jacob was left alone; and there 
wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. 

• Genesis 32:25, And when he saw that he prevailed not 
against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the 
hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with 
him.



III. THE CHRISTOPHANY THAT LED TO 
JACOB’S SERVICE  

• Genesis 35:1, And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and 
make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face 
of Esau thy brother.

• Genesis 35:9, And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came out of Padanaram, 
and blessed him. 10 And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be 
called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. 11 
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a 
company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; 12 And the 
land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I 
give the land. 13 And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him.



WHEN IS IT “ENOUGH?” 
1. JACOB WAS ALWAYS REACHING FOR MORE, 

UNTIL HE WAS SAVED AND SURRENDERED!

2. Genesis 33:11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing 
that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt 
graciously with me, and because I HAVE 
ENOUGH. And he urged him, and he took it.



INVITATION TO COME TO CHRIST 
BY FAITHDear God,

I need You.  I repent of my sins and believe that 
Jesus is God and that He died for my sins and rose 
again.  Please save me from my sins.

I pray in Jesus’ Name, Amen. 


